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there above the 'eave's edge' he could admire the view of Fuji-san. This
Edo Castle was built on a revolutionary principle of Ota's time. Con-
trary to the prevailing ideas, which looked for such sites on the high
hills, Ota planned the fortification on the flat land, but at the rear it
was protected by the extended hills, which now formed the Fukiage
Imperial Terrace and its adjacent heights. The marshy land and the
ocean protected the front to the south, thus making the new fortress
'easy to defend and hard to take.'
Since that time its occupants had changed and the formation had
been altered, chiefly by a series of natural disasters, earthquakes and
fires, and by the new war strategies.
In 1572 lyeyasu, the founder of the famous Tokugawa Shogunate,
then a local chieftain, captured it. In the ensuing twenty-five years, he
rose to the dictatorship of the Island Empire, and his descendants held
that position until his fifteenth successor in the i86o's.
The changing world and the decline of the statesmanship of the
Tokugawa oligarchy in 1868 forced it to relinquish the vested privilege
of national leadership and Edo Castle in favor of the Imperial Family,
In May 1873, Edo Castle suffered from a fire. Emperor Meiji did
not authorize rebuilding for many years because of the government's
increasing outlay. Finally the present Imperial Palace was constructed
at the cost of four million yen and finished in 1888 when Saionji was
at the court of Wilhelm II as the Nipponese Minister.
The Emperor and the Imperial Household returned to the new
Kyujyo in the following year, leaving the Akasaka Detached Palace
where they had found shelter meanwhile*
In the new arrangement the actual Palace Grounds covered over
some two hundred and fifty acres, while the Fukiage Imperial Terrace
extended some one hundred and thirty acres.
Many miles of deep inner and outer moats circled the grounds. The
zigzag masonry works stood as high as forty feet on the inside of the
outermost moats, topped with a row of old pine trees and filled with
deep, blue water. It must have been impregnable when the bow and
arrow was the fighters' arms and the Masamune sword was the regular
weapon of the warrior. Now the combination of the evergreens, the
gray stones and the blue mirror-like water seemed to heighten the
beauty.
The Kyujyo were outwardly shrine-style, constructed mosdy of
cypress wood, hinoki, two stories high, with elegant sloping

